
 

Welcome note from new MD 

Welcome to the first online CREEC newsletter. The last quarter was very 

exciting and vibrant with lots of activities across the departments. The bio-

energy department has been very instrumental in promoting the use of im-

proved cook stoves through training and stove testing services. In addition, 

the use of biogas has been promoted mainly in institutions as an alternative 

to firewood. Under the presidential Initiative program, the solar department 

is currently carrying out a campaign called “solar lamps for health and 

wealth”. Mobilizations for implementation of two pico-hydro plants in Kasese 

continue  for the pico-hydro department and energy verification exercises to 

help companies save power were carried out by the energy management 

department. Now that the steering committee is in place, we have high pro-

spects in establishing ourselves as a key player in the renewable energy 

sector offering sustainable solutions. Enjoy reading. 

Mary Suzan Abbo. 
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SOLAR CAMPAIGN 

In this issue of our newslet-

ter, we bring you the story 

about the launch of our Presi-

dential Initiative‟s campaign 

on solar PV called “Solar 

Lamps for Health and 

Wealth” 

INSTITUTIONAL BIOGAS 
 

Biogas as a modern type of 

energy has recently been em-

braced by very many institu-

tions in Uganda ; that is why in 

this issue, we bring you an ex-

ample of a school that ac-

quired a biogas system. 
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CREEC staff congratulate the new MD Mary Suzan  

Abbo 



 

In an effort to reduce on daily 

costs incurred by Wakiso Chil-

dren School of Hope, CREEC in 

partnership with Green Heat 

Uganda carried out a study, de-

sign and installation of a biogas 

digester for the school from De-

cember 2011 to April 2012 

A 12 m3 biogas digester was 

proposed, designed and in-

stalled to generate gas for at 

least 40 percent of the school‟s 

cooking needs. The digester is 

connected to a toilet built by 

Green Heat  and is fed with hu-

man excrements, urine and food 

leftovers. The quantities of avail-

able feedstock are sufficient for 

this digester. The construction of 

the system has been made pos-

sible with funds from Andy Bull 

from Africa Greater Life Mission 

UK. 

Wakiso Children School of Hope 

is located in Bulabakulu Village 

in Wakiso district with about 350 

children. 

Biogas technology is an inte-

grated waste management sys-

tem that is a clean, renewable, 

naturally produced and yet is 

currently an under-utilized 

source of energy. The gas pro-

duced is composed of 50-70%  

methane that can be used for 

cooking purpose. A biogas sys-

tem provides on-site energy pro-

duction, storage and access. 

 

 

Launch of the “Solar Lamps for 

Health and Wealth” campaign 

Wakiso biogas pro-

ject finished 

presentations like poems and 

dances from different entertain-

ment groups. Navio, the Best 

East African Artist according to 

the 3rd African Entertainment 

Awards also released his music  

video of “Your Chance”, his latest 

single featuring Jakie that pro-

motes environmental and energy 

awareness messages. Other 

singers who featured include lo-

cal stars Jackie Chandiru, Lilian, 

Richy, Tshila and the Sun down-

ers band. 

The event was graced by many 

people ranging from students to 

environmentalists, government 

officials, lay people and partners 

of GIZ and CREEC. This event 

was organized by GIZ Energy 

Explorerz with support from the 

"Solar Lamps for Health and 

Wealth", a campaign implement-

ed by CREEC under the Presi-

dential Initiatives Program of CE-

DAT, Makerere University. 

 

This year‟s World Earth Day cele-

brations in Kampala marked the 

launch of the “Solar Lamps for 

Health and Wealth” campaign of 

CREEC in partnership with GIZ‟s 

Energy Explorerz on Sunday April 

22nd. Earth Day is a day when na-

tions come together to appreciate 

the earth by promoting various ways 

of protecting the earth from harmful 

activities. It is currently recognized 

and celebrated in over 175 countries 

worldwide.  

With celebrations organized under 

the theme “Renewable Energy for 

all”, CREEC and GIZ‟s Energy Ex-

plorerz promoted energy saving and 

efficient ways while putting environ-

mental and economic factors at the 

forefront. CREEC promoted the use 

of solar lamps in an interactive exhi-

bition from 3:00pm to 5:00pm. The 

team also promoted the use of the 

MWOTO stove, a CREEC innova-

tion that is not only economical but 

also less polluting and can use agri-

cultural byproducts (such as maize 

cobs) as alternative fuels. 

A colorful concert headlined by 

Navio climaxed the event with live 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREEC participated in regional and 

international events 

 

CREEC has participated in a 

couple of events at regional lev-

els and on the international plat-

form geared at promoting re-

newable energy. 

1.The centre, represented by Mr 

Karsten Bechtel, the head of 

bioenergy department partici-

pated in the first stakeholder 

forum of the Africa- EU Energy 

Partnership (AEEP) in Cape 

Town, South Africa from the 9
th
 

to 10
th

 May.  

2.Jackson Mutegeki, a second 

year student of Environmental 

Science at Makerere University 

and a lab technician at the cen-

tre represented CREEC at the 

Partnership for Clean Indoor Air 

(PCIA)-Discover stove camp at 

Malawi from 20
th
 to 23

rd
 March. 

As a team leader and member 

of PCIA, Jackson trained partici-

pating students in stove testing 

procedures. 

3.CREEC‟S management advi-

sor, Wim Getkate participated in 

the GACC East African stake-

holder consultation and strate-

gic planning workshop in Nairo-

bi Kenya from April 23-25
th
 this 

year.  

CREEC’s MWOTO stove showcased in vari-

ous exhibitions 

CREEC is currently implementing a MWOTO awareness campaign by 

actively participating in various exhibitions where renewable energy 

products and services are showcased. The MWOTO team together with 

CEDAT supported the 2012 Real Estate and Homes Expo organised by 

Bulange Mengo by exhibiting the stove and emerged the best exhibitor 

in the institutions of learning category from May 1-6th . MWOTO team 

also participated in the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sci-

ences Expo at Makerere University with the theme, "Enhancing the role 

of Agricultural and environmental sciences in achieving sustainable de-

velopment in Uganda” on 15-17th March, World Earth Hour and Earth 

Day celebrations on 31st March and April 22nd respectively. While at 

these exhibitions, MWOTO stove awed participants because of the 

technology behind it; uses less fuel, cooks faster, makes charcoal with 

less or no smoke and uses alternative fuels like briquettes, maize cobs, 

firewood and papyrus. The MWOTO cookstove was developed under 

the „Promoting Improved Top-Lit Updraft Cookstoves in Uganda” project 

by CREEC. It‟s one of the Biomass Energy Initiative for Africa (BEIA) 

projects. Currently, the MWOTO team is rigorously promoting the stove 

in Kampala divisions of Kawempe, Entebbe, Kisenyi, Rubaga, Makin-

dye and Nakawa.  

Right- Some delegates pose for a picture with some of 

CREEC staff. 

Regional Delegates Visit our BRC 

 

CREEC held a delegation from Burundi and Demo-

cratic Republic of Congo (DRC) for a training in im-

proved biomas stoves at the Biomass Research 

Centre (BRC) on 15th February. 

The main objective of this training was to equip par-

ticipants with skills and knowledge about general 

stove testing standards that include designing prin-

ciples of wood ,gasifier and charcoal stoves. The 

group was led by two government delegates from 

Burundi and DRC, University researchers, staff of 

International Finance Development  



 

Establishment of a steering committee 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

1.RMS 3kW pico-

hydro to be  

commissioned. 

2. Kamuli biogas 

project to be 

completed. 

3.Energy man-

agement exer-

cises of different 

companies to be 

highlighted. 

 

 

 

A steering committee was established at the beginning of this year to act as an 
advisory for CREEC. In addition, a new Managing Director was re-instated to 
handle daily management activities after the founding director, Assoc Prof. 
Izeal.Pereira da Silva having taken on another job at Stratmore Universi-
ty ,Nairobiin Kenya. To the steering committee, welcome to CREEC and con-
gratulations to our new MD! 
Here is a list of the steering committee members 

Name Tittle   Organisation 

Abhay Shah Director UltraTec 

Geoffrey Ssebugwawo Director, BUDS-ERT PSFU 

James Baanabe Commissioner Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Development 
(MEMD) 

Josua Burkart Director HORIZON3000 

Markus Exenberger Director GIZ 

Assoc Prof I.P Da Sil-
va 

 Deputy Vice Chancellor Strathmore University 
Nairobi 

Assoc Prof Mackay 
Okure 

Deputy Principal CEDAT,Makerere Uni-
versity 

 

CREEC is a not-for-profit organisation for research, training and consultancy, located at the College of 

Engineering, Design, Art and Technology (CEDAT) within Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda. 

CREEC‟s mission is “to enhance access to modern types of energy through research, training and con-

sultancy in East-Africa”. The centre focuses on four areas: bioenergy, solar PV, pico-hydro and energy 

management and aims at application and adaptation of technologies to the specific Ugandan and local 

environment with an emphasis on systems with components that can be locally manufactured. 
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Officials from the German gov‟t touring CREEC‟s solar and biomass laboratories 


